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Alert 23-05: German Chemical Industry Association Voluntary Standard VPA 9 
 

Introduction 

The safe transportation of hazardous materials is extremely 

important in the chemical industry and at times it may be critical for 

a chemical manufacturer to quickly locate a specific steel drum filled 

with a lading. Until recently, finding a specific drum may have 

entailed a lengthy manual search. But a new voluntary German 

traceability standard allows for quicker tracking of drums from the 

time they are manufactured until they are emptied of their ladings. 

The purpose of this alert is to make you aware of German Chemical 

Industry Association Standard VPA 9. While it is still a voluntary 

standard, it is being increasingly utilized by chemical manufacturers and their steel drum suppliers in 

Germany to track industrial packagings and their ladings. While the focus of this alert is on steel drums, 

VPA 9 also applies to plastic drums and intermediate bulk containers. At the heart of the standard is a 

GS1 QR code.  

Voluntary Standard Application 

Utilizing the VPA 9 standard allows for quick identification of empty and filled drums used by a chemical 

manufacturer to be easily identifiable and trackable as they move along the supply chain. The QR code 

also helps the filler to ensure that an appropriate drum is used to transport each lading. One steel drum 

manufacturer in Germany has noted its customers have shown significant interest in the standard and 

the number of steel drums it has sold with QR code labels has reached six figures and continues to 

increase. The QR code enables the implementation of legally prescribed traceability for pharmaceutical, 

food, and feed packagings and the combined information on the packaging used and the filled product 

can be shared with customers. 

QR Code Label Structure and Use 

The QR code is printed on a durable label applied to a drum’s lid. It can include information such as a 

serial number and data regarding the drum, its manufacturer, and contents. The standard requires the 

label bearing the QR code, its adhesive, and ink comply with British Standard BS5609 (Sections 2 and 

3) to resist external damage and ensure error-free readability during its period of use. The label material 

should be agreed to by the drum filler and manufacturer as it may need to withstand hot filling procedures, 

while the label and ink colors should produce maximum contrast to enhance readability. There are no 

specifications regarding the printing process and the specified minimum size of the QR code and the 

position of its label must correspond with the specifications in Table 2 of the standard.  
 

Concluding Comments 

ISDI Manufacturer Member Companies should be aware that if German Chemical Industry Association 

Standard VPA 9 continues to gain acceptance, chemical manufacturers in Germany and throughout 

Europe may require steel drum manufacturers to adhere to the standard even if it remains voluntary. ISDI 

will continue to track this issue and provide updates on any news regarding its status. 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

This information is based on the Industrial Steel Drum Institute’s best knowledge of the requirements at time of issuance. It is the responsibility 
of any manufacturer of steel drums to consult with appropriate technical professionals for additional compliance assistance related to the 
requirements outlined hereunder.  
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