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Alert 23-03: Matching Requirement for Date Marks on Steel Drums?

Introduction

Steel drum users may inquire if the date mark required to be embossed on the bottom of a steel drum and
the date mark on the top or side must match — specifically the “year” mark. This alert provides an
explanation of the matching requirement and offers an exemption available to steel drum manufacturers.

Date Mark Found on the Bottom of a Steel Drum

The embossment of an incomplete UN mark on the bottom of a new steel drum is based on the UN Model
Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods requirement in 6.1.3.2 (see also the same paragraph in
the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code). 49 CFR §178.503(a)(10) similarly requires certain
permanent markings on the bottom of new metal drums having a capacity greater than 100 liters. These
markings are intended as an aid for reconditioning and remanufacturing and are not intended as a drum’s
UN certification mark, which must be on the side for a packaging with a mass of more than 30kg/L.

Date Mark Found on the Side of a Steel Drum

The complete UN certification mark is normally placed on the side of a drum after full assembly and leak
testing, or after reconditioning or remanufacture. In most cases, new drums are manufactured and marked
with the same year in both marking locations as drums are generally made to order. But in some cases, a
drum bottom might be cut and embossed prior to final assembly or completion of packaging manufacture.
In that case, the year embossed on the bottom and the year on the side might differ. For example, if the
drum bottom was manufactured and embossed in 2022 but not assembled into a new drum and leak tested
until 2023, the markings would conflict. Reconditioned or remanufactured drums often have conflicting
marks because the reconditioner must apply a new complete mark.

The Matching Requirement

49 CFR §178.503(a)(10) states that “the information in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(6) of this section that is
marked on the top head or side must be the same as the information in paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(6) of
this section permanently marked by the original manufacturer on the bottom of the drum.” The referenced
paragraph (a)(6) contains the requirement to include the last two digits of the year of manufacture. Taken
together, paragraphs (a)(6) and (a)(10) require a match between the year of manufacture marked on the
bottom and the year marked on the top or side of a drum.

Relief Available to Steel Drum Manufacturers

Steel drum manufacturers may seek an exemption from this matching requirement by applying for a
special permit from the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA). In fact, PHMSA
Special Permit 21242, granting such an exemption, was obtained by ISDI on behalf of Myers Container
LLC in 2021. ISDI Member Companies may seek exemption under SP 21242 per 49 CFR §107.107. While
SP 21242 currently is due to expire on September 30, 2023, ISDI will file a complete application for
renewal which will prevent expiration of SP 21242 until final administrative action on the application for
renewal has been taken.

DISCLAIMER:
This information is based on the Industrial Steel Drum Institute’s best knowledge of the requirements at time of issuance. It is the responsibility of any
manufacturer of steel drums to consult with appropriate professionals for compliance assistance related to the requirements outlined hereunder.

11SDI Alert 23-04 supersedes ISDI Alert 20-03
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