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Alert 23-02: Shipping Steel Drums to, from, and within Brazil

Introduction

In March 2023 an ISDI Manufacturer Member Company inquired about a challenge regarding a
shipment of 55-gallon steel drums to Brazil. While the steel drum manufacturer provided its customer
with a valid UN Certificate, it received a subsequent customer communication that earlier this year
changes were made to the documentation required for transportation of goods, to, from, and within
Brazil. It noted the following:

"My colleagues in Brazil have reached out to me to assist in this matter. | see that you provided the
attached UN Certificate for the drum you shipped to Brazil. Unfortunately, it does not address the
international transport regulations (IMDG and ICAQ). It only certifies that the package meets the
transport requirements for the U.S. (49CFR). Please contact your drum vendor and ask for the UN
Certificate that confirms that it meets the ICAO and IMDG requirements for packaging."”

The manufacture asked, “Do our plants need IMDG and ICAO compliance stated on their UN
Certificates?” This alert is intended to make ISDI Member Companies aware of the new Brazilian
requirements and offer compliance guidance.

The Brazilian Requirements

These revisions are based on the 64™" Edition of IATA's Dangerous Goods Manual which became
effective on January 1, 2023. This new edition includes Brazilian Civil Aviation Agency (ANAC) State
Variation BRG 05, which applies exclusively to Brazil and establishes a change to the documentation
required for the transportation of goods that originated in, transit through, or have a destination in
Brazil. It notes that beginning in 2023, customers will be responsible for providing, in addition to all
other documents required for shipping, a Packaging Approval Certificate prior to cargo acceptance.

Compliance Guidance

The UN mark is an authorization for shipment of Dangerous Goods and is valid in all countries and all
modes unless otherwise addressed for specific chemicals in the modes. This means that if the lading is
allowed by air or vessel, then the drum has to meet the specifications in 49 CFR § 173.27 for air.

To comply with the new Brazilian requirements, steel drum manufacturers could add a statement to
the effect that, "Drums are made, tested and authorized according to the UN Model Regulations and
the U.S. 49 CFR. To the specific intent for modal regulation compliance (highway, vessel, air, rail) the
user of the packaging (in this case steel drums) is solely responsible for determining the suitability of
the packaging for its intended use, including compatibility, UN Performance Rating shown in the mark,
and supporting documentation. The user must also determine if the lading is allowed for transport in a
specific mode and in what approved quantities. To the extent said filling goods are suitable for use as
determined by the user, the drum is compliant with IMDG, ICAO and IATA regulations. A copy of the
UN Performance Oriented Packaging Documentation is available upon request. In the United States,
the Competent Authority grants approvals for manufacturers to carry out these tests in compliance
with 49 CFR and UN Model Regulations.”

DISCLAIMER:

This information is based on the Industrial Steel Drum Institute’s best knowledge of the requirements at time of issuance. It is the responsibility
of any manufacturer of steel drums to consult with appropriate technical professionals for additional compliance assistance related to the
requirements outlined hereunder.
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