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Alert 23-01: Italy’s New Labeling Requirements for Packaging 
 

Introduction 

Italy’s Legislative Decree No. 116 (Labeling for Packaging Law) of Sept. 3, 2020, imposed new 
requirements that make environmental labeling mandatory on all packaging in Italy. The requirements 
became effective Jan. 1, 2023 and call for industrial and consumer packaging manufacturers to use 
alphanumeric codes to indicate the substrate(s) used in each packaging. This alert is intended to 
make ISDI Member Companies aware of relevant requirements and offer initial compliance guidance. 
 

Labeling Requirements 

The Labeling for Packaging Law is Italy’s adaptation and implementation of EU Commission Decision 
97/129/EC, which recommends all packagings be labeled with the alphanumeric codes listed in the 
Decision’s Annexes. The codes designate a packaging’s composition material(s) in accordance with the 
Ente Nazionale Italiano di Unificazione standards code identification system. For business-to-business 
packaging, only the alphanumeric code of the composition material is mandatory; steel drum 
manufacturers must use the alphanumeric code “FE40” on all steel drums destined for the Italian market.  

 

However, the Italian Government has not yet defined the exact types of labels or markings, or where 
they should be located on a steel drum. Its only guidance is that “All packaging must be labelled in 
the form and manner the company considers most suitable and effective.” Until more detailed official 
guidance is provided, we currently recommend placing these labels or markings on the lower drum 
body (see illustration above). While not required, it may be practical to emboss “FE40” on the bottom 
of the drum’s bottom, near the UN embossment. 
 

Responsible Parties 

The packaging manufacturer is responsible for complying with the packaging labeling and marketing 
requirements. The packaging manufacturer is the initial party obliged to provide the information about 
the composition of the packaging that is conveyed throughout the supply chain because only the 
packaging manufacturer knows the exact composition of the packaging. Please note that, pursuant to 
the Labeling for Packaging Law, the manufacturer is defined as the packaging material suppliers, 
manufacturers, processors and importers of empty packaging and packaging materials. Fines ranging 
from €5,200 – €40,000 can be imposed for missing or incorrect labeling. 
 

Summary 

While the Italian Government has not yet defined many details of the new requirements (such as the 
location of the required labeling), ISDI will provide the official guidance as it becomes available. 

 
DISCLAIMER: 

This information is based on the Industrial Steel Drum Institute’s best knowledge of the requirements at time of issuance. It is the responsibility 
of any manufacturer of steel drums and/or pails to consult with appropriate technical professionals for additional compliance assistance related 
to the requirements outlined hereunder. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5qf9ae3hb89j04x/notification_draft_2022_196_I_EN%20%281%29.DOCX?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/35biuzqpj8s62i0/Italy%20Packaging%20Alphanumeric%20Codes%202023.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/35biuzqpj8s62i0/Italy%20Packaging%20Alphanumeric%20Codes%202023.pdf?dl=0

